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EARNESTNESS 


Aristotle says, “Great minds are always of a nature originally mel- 
ancholy.”? This is true. Abstract, as well as concrete reflections dem- 
onstrate its correctness. 

When painters embody the ancient fable of Atlas bearing the heavens 
upon his shoulders, they show you an aged man, strong and stalwart, 
with a face wrought into an expression of sublime energy, with shoulders 
bent under, yet steadfastly bearing up a great globe. There is no levity 
on his countenance ; he can affect no cheerfulness he does not feel. It 
is terrible work to bear up the firmament, and the grand earnestness of 
the old man corresponds with the demand made upon him. Were Atlas 
Prometheus he wight smile. The artistic conception of the fable is the 
true one. and may be taken as a symbol of the great mind, 

Great minds bear more than Atlas was said to bear: they bear the 
earth and also the heavens. ‘There is, as it were, the pressure of the 
infinite upon them. Men have been cheerful—or even mirthful— 
upon the scaffold; but no one has ever yet smiled—not even He who 
bore it first in the exalted sense here meant—under the weight of the 
cross. Not because of the pain‘ulness of the burden—pain is a phantasm 
—but because of the solemn consciousness of responsibility, the sense of 
what is borne. ‘To the great man life is a mystery, at whose solution he 
must work, without any hope of being able fully to comprehend it. The 
feeling consequent upon this effort is the saddest of all the soul’s earth ly 
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experiences. No room for levity where this tragic, though di ome 





appointed toil is felt to be going on. See how the gloomy old Greel 
and Roman gave expression to this fact. They embodied it in some 
story of Sisyphus, whose lot it was to be compelled to roll 1 





up a steep hill, which, when almost poised upon the summit, would ro! 


upon and over him to the bottom; or of the Dansides, doomed to fill a 
tub with perforated bottom—unceasing labor ; or of Tantalus—emblem 
of eternal longing. ’ 

The works of the masters in literature and art attest the truth of 
Aristotle’s saying. The great epics of the greatest nations are severely 
serious. There is not a jest in the Iliad ; there is no attempt at wit, 
or humor, in the /Eneid, or Paradise Lost. So, too, with the grand 
works of art, in every age. Cruikshank, or Darley will sketch 2 comic 

cene for Punch, or the New York Pievyune ; but Raphael, or Michael 





Angelo must paint a Crucifixion, or Day of Judgment. The symphoaies 
and oratorios of Mozart and Beethoven have the solemn grandeur of 

David's psalms; you may weep over them, but you shall not laugh. 

The ean men themselves come down to us, in bodily presence, with 


mpress of this eee — ee them. Lomer has a face 
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ight, 


ite seal not wear a more sadly magnificent 
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Milton's face i 








: 7 m | oth } } hy . day ny, 
yuntenance if be l with the bodily eye, the darkest terrors of 





his Inferno. Washington looks et you, but also far 0 tue you, and 


seems to see, in the distance, the cclestial mountains, and angels 


and repassing between earth and heaven. 





Te i Peee ee ert et ms St . what Nao ” Inna not P => 
i find levity in nothing sublime or great. Nature does not wear it ; 
1 


true life does not wear it ; you sce it not in the grave, and it would be 


t 


profanation to conceive of its being in Heaven. It is a bad trait nan 
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or woman ; 2 sign of weakness, or shallowness, or heartlessness, worst o 
ull. In former times the court jester was popularly accounted a fool.— 


3, to-day, is termed a clown.— 





The wittiest man in some of our shows 





This indicates the estimate placed upon the talents and services of tl 
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who make it @ busines to excite the mirth of others. It is somewhat 
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remarkable that no funny man was ever yet very deeply loved or1 
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pected by his fellow men. There would seem to be a deep rooted feel- 
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to be laughed at is worthy of entering into no more sacred relation witl 
his fellows. He must take his pay in their laughter and expect no more. 
Tt oe +1, Es law of mna att ) and at ta oo =; F ean 7)! $ 
Here is the just law of compensation, and that is by no means an illogi- 
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ification which en sional or inveterate wit or 
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cher of youth, is a cardinal defect. If any 
is work is greater and more difficult 
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able soul direct. There is no doubt but that the 


eare and sellin of the young soulis earnest work with the Divine Mind. 
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» trials, difficulties and perplexities incident to the calling, 





have | 
Znew, that for their most earr a unwearied efforts, they often meet 
with reproach and blame, and that, too, from those most bene‘ited by 


g ae i a 
ieir exertions. Dut if faith 


aits them, v 





though at times, te the over-t ay seem to tarry, 








sooner or later will crown their efforts. The soil may be dry and bar- 





ren, the seed a long time in dev loping in some eases, 


ngs a present reward. 
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ening those new-formed resolutions by every means that love and kind- 


ness could suggest. 

But the habits of years could not be overcome in a moment; many an 
anxious hour, many a perplexed and sorrowful thought he caused her. 
Still she persevered, and as days passed, the same uniform kindness 
characterised all her words and actions toward him. 

Hlis writing hed been neglected. She persuaded him one day to spend 
his leisure moments in making letters upon his slate, and to show to her 
the first sentence he should write. The idea pleased him, and for a long 
time he applied himself, and then with a bright, happy look, held up his 
slate for her inspeciion. In rude characters he had traced the words: 
“A good name is better than gold.” It was a touching evidence that 
her labor had not been in vain, and as she read, a silent tear dropped 
upon the slate. John saw it—his own eyes filled. ‘Miss A.,” said he, 
“Twill deserve a good name.’ The victory was complete; from that 
day John became a “ model scholar,” studying earnestly and diligently, 
from a sincere desire to obtain an education. 

GreEN Lake Co. He 


atte 
THE EDUCATION MOST NEEDED. 


The idea too commonly prevails that a mere knowledge of books is the 
beginning and end of education. ‘The sons and daughters especially of 
the rich, grow up with little idea of the responsibilities that await them. 
Their natures revolt at the mention of “labor,” not dreaming that their 
parents before them obtained the wealth they are su prond of by indus- 
try and economy. How many young men, college bred though they be, 
are prepared to manage the estate which their fathers possess, and which 
it may have required a lifetime to acquire? How many young women, 
though they have acquired all the knowledge and graces of the best 
schools, know how to do what their mothers have done before them, and 
which the daughters may be compelled to do at some period of their 
lives? ‘The children of the poor have to labor or starve, and as far as 
that goes, they are educated to be practical. The education that scoffs 
at labor, and encourages idleness, is the worst enemy for a girl, man or 
woman. Instead of ennobling, it degrades; it opens up the road to ruin. 
The education which directs us to do what we we are fitted to do—that 
respects labor—that inculcates industry, honesty, and fair dealing, and 
that strips us of selfishness, is the education we do need, and that which 
must become the prevailing system of the country before we can become 
a people either happy or prosperous.—N. Y. Lupres:. 
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WISCONSIN STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
NINTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


The State Teachers’ Association convened pursuant to the call of the 
President, at. Fond du Lac, on the 30th day of July, 1S61, at 8 o'clock 
P. M., in Amory Hall. 

Prayer by Rev. IL. M. Robertson, 

Welcome on behalf of the Mayor of the City, by E. W. Drury, Esq. 

Opening addre-s by the President, A. J. Craig, Esq., of Madison, 
Asst. State Superintendent, on ‘‘the Progress of Education in State 
during the last year.” 

Address by J. G. McMynn, of Racine. 

Wepnespay, Jury 3i—8} A. M. 

Association called to order. Prayer by Rev. J. B. Pradt. On motion, 
the President appointed, C. H. Allen, H. P. Brown, Miss M. 3. Mer- 
rille, a committee on enrollment of members. 

9 o’clock. Discussion of Mental Arithmetic, Numeration, conducted 
by J. G. MeMynn. 

10. Discussion of Sentential Analysis, by 8. D. Gaylord, of Oshkosh. 

11. Object Lesson on a Barn Frame, illustrated by a model, by J. J. 
M. Angear, of Berlin. 

Mr. MeMynn followed by remarks upon object teaching, as witnessed 
by himself in the Training Schools of Glasgow, Scotland. 

Wepnespay, 2 P. M. 

Session opened with signing. 

Discussion on Duodecimals, by Mr. MeMynn. 

3 o'clock. General Grammar, by A, Pickett, of Horicon. 

On motion, the President announced the Standing Committees for the 
session as follows : 

On Nominution of Officers..—A. Pickett, Horicon; C. H. Allen, 
Madison ; J. G. MeMynn, Racine ; N. E. Goldthwaite, Fox Lake; E. 
M. Austin, Appleton. 

On Place of Mecting.—S. D. Gaylord, Oshkosh ; R. Z. Mason, Ap- 
pleton ; R. L. Reed, Watertown ; L. I. Warren, Darlington ; W. Holt, 
Waupaca. 

On Resolu'ions,—J. Ford, Milwaukee ; Rev. Mr. Bryant, Fort Atkin- 
son; N. E. Goldthwaite, Fox Lake ; A. W. Whitcom, Sheboygan Falls. 

On Nomination of Editoricl Committee—A. G. Cheney, Delevan ; 
A. A, Drown, Beaver Dam; M. Parker, Weyauwega ; J. F. C. Maloney, 
Steven’s Point ; E. H. Jones, Plover. 
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Oa Toxorory Members.—J. G. MeMynn, Racine ; J. L. Pickard, 


be 


Jatteville ; J. B. Pradt, Madison. 
On Fake Businesr.—J. B. Pradt, 3 


con; Rev. Mr. Bryant, Fort Atkingon. 


Tadison; A Pick apy Ilori- 


4 o’cloek. Geography, by W. Wolt, of Waupaca. 


i Yr oT 1 eur 


Essay on Object Teaching,” by J. Ford, of Mik 





TRATED AS EVENING. 
Address by the Hon. H.C. Uickuk, of Pennsylvania, Subject, ‘¢ Ed- 
ucational Agencies.” 
Tuurspay, Avec. 1—9 A. M., 
Session opened with singing. 
Remarks on Primary Teaching, Ulusirated by an Object Lesson on 
the Eye, by A. &. Welch, Priacipal of Michigan State Normal School. 


z 


+, a , c : ms ° avlord 
10 o’elock. Scutential Anyalysis continued, by Mr. Gaylord. 





by iss M. A. Harris, of Milwaukeg, illustrated 
by Charles Zimmerminn. This boy, a lad of thirteen, whe has paid no 
special attention to the waa et for two years, drew rapidly, before the 
audience, upon th : Hlaekboard, aceurate maps of several states of the 
Union, Africa, c., select iat random by members of the Association. 

11:30. Vocal so y W. IL. Wells, of Chica; 





vO. 





Tuurspay, 2 P.M. 

After singing, 
of Fox Lake, 

3 o'clock. Physivlogy; J. J. M. Angear, of Berlin. 





Primary Geometry, by N. E Gelidthwaite, 


aisct 


4. Binomial theorem; 5. I. Peabody, of Fond du Lac, 
4:30, Essay on * Primary Instruction,’ by L. 1. Warren, of Dar- 





lington. 
P.M. Address by Wm. H. Wells, Superintendent of Schools of 

Chicago. Subject, ‘Science of Teaching.” 

Ex-Governor Seyi: our of New York, followed with remarks, for which, 
on motion of C. Hi. Allen, thanks were tendered by the President. 

Fripay, Auc., 2—9 A. M. 

Session opened with singing. 

Committee on Nomination of Officers reported. 

On motion their report was re-committed, with instructions to report 


the names of counselors who might conveniently assemble to transact 


he report of the Treasurer was offercd and referred to Messrs. Mason, 
Cheney and Warren for examination 

The Editorial Committee reported the account of the Resident Editor, 
Rey. J. B. Pradt, which, on motion, was accepted, as follows : 


























WISCONSIN STATE TEACHERS’ ASSC OCIATION, 


_ 


Wisconsin State Te:ches’ Association, in acéount with J. B. Pradt, Resident Editor, 
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The Committee to nominate Editorial Committee, reported the follow- 
ing names : 

C. Hf. Allen, Madison, Chairman; T. J. Conatty, Kenosha; Rev. 
J. B. Pradt, Madison ; J. J. M. Angear, Berlin ; W. M. Colby, Sum- 
mit; S. H. Peabody, Fond du Lac; J. McAlister, Milwaukee; A. 
W. Whitcom, Sheborgan Falls; Rev. R. Z. Mason, Appleton; T. D. 
Coryell, Madison ; Miss HW. A. Everts, Milwaukee ; Miss Mary L. Cul- 
ver, Mineral Point; Mrs Hl. 58. Zoller, Racine , Miss Anna 8. Moody, 
Geneva ; Miss Sarah E. Marsh, Steven’s Point. 

On motion, the report was adopted, and the nominations confirmed 

The Committee on Resolutions reported the following, which were dis- 
cussed and adopted : 


Resolved, That this Association tender their thanks to the citizens of Fond du Lac for 








the kindness and hospitality which they have so cheerfully extended to the teachers and 
friends of education. 

Resolved, That in the office of County Superintendent, we recognize a march of im. 
provement in the supervision of our C 





mnion Schools, but we are fully aware that the 





n must depend upon the 





elfectiveness and benefits to be derived from such super 


kind of men elec ed to such office 5 and we therefore recommend that none but | 


ractica! 


educators be chosen. 





Resolved, That this Association bear its testimony to the great necessity of a high grade 


& 





f 


of scholars 





lip among the teachers of this State. 


Resolved, That this Association recommend to the County Sup 


erintendeuts who are to 






be elected, that no certificate be granted to any 





ant who is not thoroughly familiar 
with Arithmetic, Gecozraphy, History of the United States, Grammar, Orthography, 
Ilygienic Physiclogy, the nature aud use of Elementary Sounds, together with a knowl. 


edge of the science of teaching. 





‘ted to make provision at the nex 
annual meeting for one or more lectures on Musie and School Amusements. 


Resolved, That while w 





ate and fully sympathize with the pecuniary embarrass- 


ments of the country, chers we feel that the cause of education will receive 


great injury by restricting the time of keeping the schoois open during the year. 
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Resolved, That we return sincere thanks to the several Railroad and Steamboat Cem- 
panies in the State, who have generously reduced the fare of those attending this meet- 
ing of the Association. 

Resolvcd, That we tender the thanks of this Association to the Messrs. Amory for the 
use of their beautiful Ifall. 

Resolved, That we have the highest confidence in our present State Superintendent, 
J. L. Pickard, and fully appreciate his labors for the advancement of the educational 
interests of Wisconsin. 

Resolved, That we express our grateful acknowledgements to Messrs. If. C. Hickok, of 
san, and Wm. Il. Wells, of Chicago, who are with 





Pennsylvania, A. 8. Welch, ot Michi 
us from abroad, for their kind co-operation. 


UNFINISHED BUSINEsS. 





The Committee on unfinished business report : 

That they find the following resolution to have been offered at the last 
meeting of the Association by A. J. Craig, and that after some debate 
on the same, further discussion was postponed till this meeting : 

Rescived, That our system ot public instruction should embrace within itself all the 
means and agencies neeessary to provide the highest culture needed by the children of 
the State. 

The Committee also find that the following Resolution was offered by 
the Committee on Resolutions and after some discussion was also post- 





poned : 

Resolved, That the Revenue of the School Fund, being the property of the State, 
should be fully and fairly distributed to all the people, to be by them expended as they 
deem proper, under our laws, each community selecting its own library, as it selects its 
own teachers. 

The Committee recommend that these Resolutions receive further con- 
sideration from the Association. 

The Committee also recommend the passage of the following Resolu- 
tions upon a subject consideration at a former meeting : 

Resolved, That children should not be allowed by law to attend the ordinary public 
schools until they have reached the age of at least six years. 

Resvlved, That it is desirable to have a class of primary schools, where children can be 
educated till they are of suflicient age to attend the ordinary schools. 

On motion, the report of the committee was accepted. The motion to 
adopt the resolution of Mr. Craig, was lost. The second resolution was 
referred to the committee on resolutions. The third resolution was lost, 
and the fourth adopted. 

The committee on the revision school law, consisting of A. Pickett, J. 
B. Pradt and J.G.McMynn, through their chairman, made a verbal 
report : 

That the committee of the Legislature on the same subject, (with 
whom they were instructed to confer,) was not continued in power, as 
stated at the last meeting of the Association, but that they have contin- 
ued their labors in connection with the State Department of Public In- 





struction, which has for several years earnestly advocated the leading 
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measures approved by the Association; that through the action of this 
Department, an] of the educational committees of the last Legislature, 
one of the main points of improvement in the school law recommended 
by the Association, has been secured—namely, the establishment of the 
office of County Superintendent; but that inasmuch as this office has 
been made elective instead of appointable, considerable effort will need 
to be made by the friends of education, to prevent it from being filed by 
politicians rather than educators; that with suitable persons filling the 
office, great good may be expected. The committee would also express 
the hope that the Township District System, in place of the present plan 
of single and independent school districts, may be secured at a future 
session of the Legislature, and to this end the efforts of the friends of ed- 
ucational improvement should be directed, together with the securing of 
more adequate provision for the training of teachers. 

The committee on nomination of officers reported, when on ballot, the 
following were elected : 

President—Jonatuan Forn, of Milwaukee. 

Vice Presi tents—R. Z. Mason, Appleton ; J. E. Pillsbury,§Mineral 
Point: J. J. M. Angear, Berlin. 

Secretary-—T. J. Conatty, Kenosha. 

Treasurer—J. B. Pradt, Madison. 

Counselors—S. D. Gaylord, Oshkosh; R. L. Reed, Watertown; 8. 
Hl. Peabody, Fond du Lac ; J. MacAlister, Milwaukee ; A. Pickett, 
Horicon,. 

The committee to whom the account of the Treasurer was referred, 
reported it correct and properly vouched, whereupon on motion, the re- 
port was accepted, and the account approved, as follows : 

Wisconsin State Teachers’ Association in account with J. B. Pradt, Treasurer, 

For the Year ending August 2, 1861. 





Cr. 
Aug. 2, 1860, By Cash from E. H. Green, former Treasurer,.,...... aeageuaes $78 25 
© 63, S 6 Membership Fees for session Of 1560,...........e cece seen eens 45 09 
ss 62, 1861, * 6s ss “ 66 1461, to date,......cc-cccwee 43 00 
Whole amount, ....crccccrccccee cccecceccccccece costes cesseseeese cece cece $166 25 
Dr. 
Aug. 5, 1860, To paid J IL. Magofiln, bill for printing,..........cseeeeeeeeeee $3 50 
Sept.3, - A. J. Craig, D Woentworth’s Dill, 00.000. -ceccccccesce 2 50 
Aug. 1, 1861, « 6“ Dill for circulars, KC.5..0ccccscscccocsscs oo ©6826 
ec 66 6 Il. C. Mickok’s expenses to Fond du Lac,..........6.206. 15 75 
WHOL MOURNE, .iiccincscvaicccemeed sip censedematevcnucecsuntentos ddecsseu chun $ 28 00 
Balance in the Treasuryy.... secccecececes WEA ENR aw eccagicnsnceesencecoasas $138 25 


J. B. PRADT, Treasurer. 
The committee on Place of Meeting, reported Peaver Dam as the only 
place from which any overtures had been received. 
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Mr. McMynn moved, as a substitute for the report that the matter 


be left to the Executive Committee, which motion prevailed. 





The Committee on Tonor lembers, reported the names of II. C. 


eleh of Michigan SOW: EL Wells, of 
Ghicago ; Horatio Seymour, of New York; O. J. Wilson, of Cincinnati; 


Hickok, of Pennsylvania; A. S. W 
S. Sweet, and O. S. Cook, of Rockford, Il., for honorary membership, 
which report was accepted. 

At this stage of the proceedings, the Secretary set before the Presi- 
dent several pails full of solutions, sent in by a lady, which were referred 
to Mr. McMynn as a commitice to present them to the Association.— 
The contents, though palpable contradictions, were nevertheless accepted 
and adopted, nemine co.t:adicente. 

Mr. MacAlister, of Milwaukee, then exhibited his system of Cal is- 
thenics, illustrating with a class. 

Frmay—2 P.M. 

The afternoon was occupied by brief exercises upon the following 
topics : 


Proportion—J. E. Bateman, of Milwaukee. 





Peresntage—J. Ford, Milwaukee. 

Written Arithmetie—Mr. McMynn. 

Elementary Sounds—Mr. Wells. 

Fractions—C. II. Allen, Madison. 

Composition—Mr. Welch. 

General Remarks on Teaching—li. Z. Mason, Appleton. 

Mr. Wells invited members of the Association to mect the Illinois 
Teachers at Bloomington, during the Christmas Iolidays. 

Mr. Welch extended a similar invitation to meet the Michigan Asso- 
ciation at Kalamazoo. 

On motion, the Secretary was directed to furnish credentials to any 
members who might be able to attend similar educational meetings, as 
delegates. 

Prinay—8 P. M. 

Session opened with singing. 

Address by A. Welch ; subject, “Conversation.” 

After another song, a vote of thanks was returned to those who so 
agreeably entertained the Association with Music. 

The President retired with a few valedictory remarks, and the Agso- 
ciation adjourned. 

S. H. Peazopy, A.J. CRAIG, 
Secretary. President. 
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WISCONSIN STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
MEETING OF EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Editorial Committee of the Wisconsin Journal 
cf Education, held at Fond du Lac, August 3, 1861, Rev. J. B. Pradt, 


was elected Resident Editor for the ensuing year. 
C. I. ALLEN, Chairman. 





4 


S. Uf. Peanopy, Secretary. 


ADDRESSES AT THE ASSOCIATION. 


So Lirtie time was devoted to general business, that the Association 
mitted to ask copies of the Addresses for publication. Several of them, 
indeed, were extempore. In the absence of any thing better, we give 
brief sket: hes taken from the papers: 





MR. CRAIG'S ADDRE 


fon. A. J. Craig President of the Association, delivered a short open- 
ing address, in which, after adverting to the indifference and even hostility 
manifested by some toward public education, especially the higher grade 
of our public schools, he said progress had nevertheless been made, and 
spoke of the efforts of the Association in elevating public sentiment, and 
seeking improvements in the school system. ‘These efforts had so far been 
crowned with success, that a bill was carried through the Legislature 
last winter, creating the office of County Superintendent of Schools, from 
which much was hoped, Mr. Craig’s remarks were felicitous and 


timely —state Juw neal. 


MR. MCMYNN’S ADDRESS. 

Mr. McMynn dwelt quite forcibly upon the paramount importance of 
proper primary instruction in our schools, and the folly of expecting such 
instruction from mere youths and maidens—immature young ladies, who 

though beautiful and charming, and all that, are not !& persons to have 

charge of our schools. He said, that of all teachers, those in primary 
schools have need of wisdom and experience, and to be addicted to hab- 
its of study. 

At a subsequent period in the session, Mr. MeMynn spoke in an earn- 
est manner of the mission of teachers in imparting morai and religious 
instruction, and in Christianizing the people; and of the necessity ex- 
isting, therefore, on their part, of exhibiting a consistent Christian char- 
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acter. As the counsels of a teacher long and prominently connected 
with our public schools, and just retiring from his late field of labor in 


Racine, his remarks were listened to with much attention.—J0. 


MR. HICKOK’S ADDRESS. 


Hon. HW. C. Hickok, late State Superintendent of Pennsylvania, ad 
dressed the Association on Wednesday evening. is theme was Educa- 
tional Agencies, which he illustrated largely by a sketch of what has 
been done during the past six years in that State; pointing out the great 
benefits that have resulted from the system of County Superintendents: 
the qualifications necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of 
that office; the importance of Normal Schools, and the insufficiency of 
Academies and Colleges as nurseries for common school teachers. This 
gentleman’s remarks were somewhat protracted, bu& were timely and in- 
structive.—Jb. 


Says the Racine Advocate : 

His address was replete with sound sense, solid logic, and interest- 
ing facts. He spoke of the necessity of electing the right men as Coun- 
ty Superintendents, and of the influence they must have in determin- 
ing the destiny of our State, educationally. Te demonstrated the rela- 
tion between a high standard of education and the prosperity of the 
State, and left the conviction in the minis of his hearers, that zvrk is 
the condition of success. 


ADDRESS OF MR. WELLS. 

Hon. W. TH. Wells, formerly Principal of Normal School in Westfield, 
Mass., and now Superintendent of Schools in Chicago, addressed us on 
Thursday evening, on “The Science of Teaching,” giving valuable re- 
sults of his experience as a teacher and school officer. —Stute Journal. 


To say that he interested his audience, as well as instructed them, 
would be unnecessary. None who heard him will forget the truths he 
uttered, and few will fail to thank him for the earnest words to which 
they had the pleasure of listening.—? cine Advocute. 


MR. WELCH’S LECTURE. 


Mr. Welch, Principal of the Michigan State Normal School, lee- 
tured on Friday evening; subject, ‘‘ Conversation.” This subject furn- 
ished the speaker an opportunity of calling attention to some of the 
weaknesses noticeable in society, which was done good naturedly, but 
effectively. Mr. Welch possesses a mind of rare analytic power, a 
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pure taste, and a genial heart. His address will long be remembered 
by those who heard it, as full of sound wisdom and sparkling wit.—JO. 


Ilis lecture abounded in happy hits, and evinced both a keen ob- 
server and critical scholar.—State Journal. 


Both of these gentlemen also rendered very valuable assistance in 
§ y 

the drill exercises, particularly in the matters of Primary Teaching and 

object lessons, which engaged in a large degree the attention of the As- 


sociation.-—ld. 


GOVERNOR SEYMOUR’S ADDRESS. 

Ex-Governor Seymour, of New York, also addressed the Association 
on Thursday evening, (after Mr. Wells had concluded), and pointed out 
very forcibly, the impotence of laws and of punishments to regulate so- 
ciety, compared with the influence of a proper education. The Gover- 
nor is an easy and effective speaker, and his remarks evinced much 
sagacity, and showed that he appreciated, as many public men do not, the 
inportance of the Common School.—-Jb. 


We doubt whether more truth was ever uttered in an hour in our Stata, 
than by the Governor on this occasion. Ie spoke of the public schools 
as being the great reformatory and purifying power of this land. He 
alluded to the causes and the cure of crime, and expressed the hope that 
by improving our schools, we may stay the tide of immorality setting in 
uponus. He urged upon teache s to strive to lead their pupils to cher- 
ish a high idea of life. Ue spoke of the dwarfing effect of mere mate— 
rial views of education, and urged upon all that every effort should be 
made to secure a broad, manly culture of mind and heart, as the surest 
way to promote the happiness of the individual and the community. 
It is impossible to report the manner in which his ideas were expressed. 
Suffice it to say, that it was such as convineed every one who heard 
him, that the Governor nossesses that rarest of all human endowments, 
“strong, round-about common sense.”’ —Racine Advocate. 


MR. PICKARD’S ADDRESS. 


Among the resolutions passed was one very cordially expressing the 
confidence of the Association in our popular State Superint:ndent, Ion, 
J. L. Pickard. It will be quite acceptable to the teache’s of the State, 
if Mr. Pickard continues longer in the discharge of the duties of the 
office. In response to the resolution, Mr. Pickard very happily addressed 


the teacliers present upon the importance of their work —State Journal. 
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tion of a visit established. The good results of such an agency are seen, 
and its influence is felt, to the minutest ramification of the system. 
Another feature of the law of 1854, which is now working an entire 
revolution in school-houses, was the authorizing of the publication of a 
Pennsylvania School Architecture, which was furnished to every school 
board, at the expense of the State. Previous to this the school-houses 
of the greater portion of the State were built upon no particular plan, 
and the furniture was ditto. But the latest improvements in school- 
house architecture, furniture, apparatus, gymnasiums, and laying out of 
grounds, are now in possession of the directors, and the effect upon this 
branch of the school interests has been most cheering and satisfactory. 


A third feature of the law of 1854, which gives it a great advantage, 
was the muking of the Pennsylvania School Journal, the organ of the 
School Department, and allowing every member of each board of direc- 
tors, a copy at the public expense. This brings the head of the system 
into an immediate contact with the primary sources of power in every 
district, and the counsel and advice which is monthly given, upon the 
immediate workings of the law, and the fund of valuable information 
upon the general subject of education which is thus furnished, are inval- 
uable to directors, and also to the Department in securing that co-opera- 
tion of the people which is so essential to success. ‘he provision for 
the due training of teachers was passed ata later date. It divides the 
State into twelve Normal Districts, in each of which a school may be rec- 
ognized. Two of these schools are already in operation, If we may 
judge by the grand scale upon which they must be organized, before they 
can claim recognition, they must eventually become the leading educa- 
tional agencies in the State. These twelve Normal schools contemplated, 
with a State University, would cap the climax, and make one of the most 
magnificent systems that can well be conceived. 


These are a few of the agencies which the law of 1854 brought to the 
aid of Common School education in Pennsylvania, and which have happily 
resulted in inspiring every branch of the service with new life and ac- 
tivity. From a careful observation of the condition of the schools of 
several of the States of this confederacy, I am convinced that, although 
this State has not yet made so great progress in the cities and villages, 
as many of the older states, yet in the rural districts there is greater 
progress, and a better spirit prevailing, than in any of the States of the 
Union. 

As a proof of the progress which has been made since 1855, when the 
amendments to the law went into operation, we may refer to the statis- 
tics. The reports show that from June 1855 to Juue 1860, a period of 
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five years, there have been raised by direct tax, exclusive of Philadel- 
phia, $2,210,614,49 for building school-houses; $7,308,947,60 for the 
support of schools; and including Philadelphia, there has been expend- 
ed for both purposes a total of $12,086,235,10. The recent report shows 
that during the last year $448,416,28 were expended for building pur- 
poses, and $1,652,128,08 for the support of schools, and that the total, 
including Philadelphia, was $2,619,377,03. The whole number of 
scholars enrolled in the public schools was 585,669, and there were em- 
ployed of male teachers 8,171 and of females 4,832. 

By this exhibit it will be seen that the State is laboring earnestly and 
effectively for the proper training of the rising generation. Ter progress 
has been retarded by her rugged mountain ranges, which have prevented 
railroad and other communication. But this difficulty has been, ina 
measure, overcome. The State has no szhool fund, and has to rely sole- 
ly on direct taxation. But notwithstanding this obstacle, if obstacle it 
may be considered, the liberal spirit of her people is ample, and her 
schools, thank Heaven, are in every sense free—free as the air that 
plays about her mountain tops. She has no rate-bills, or special levies, 
and every child is at perfect liberty to enjoy the whole benefit of the 
schools. 

The report of the Superintendent for the last year, just published, 
shows progress, and seems to foreshadow a future of bright promise. 
The advancement already made is the fruit of the excellent system now 
in operaticn. The life and activity of youth, and the vigor and strength 
now evinced, are but the beginning of a development, which will place 
the State in the front rank in popular and liberal scholarship. 





A SPELLING LESSON. 


Tne following words, which are among those mis-spelled in the June, 
July and August numbers of the Journal, may be useful for a spelling 
exercise, as being among that class of words most liable to be mis- 


spelled: 

Embarrassment, Acquitted, Occurred, Committee, 
Stupefied, Phonotypy, Conqueror, Fulfill, 
Swedish, Meteorology, Stitch, Partisan, 
Criticise, Elocutionary, Paraphernalia, Waupaca, 
Trempealeau, Manceuvring, Equaled, Jack-knife, 


Preceding, Reminiscences, Foretelling Forego. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S DEPARTMENT. 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY. 


The discussion of this subject can be made more effective and more 
easily understood by taking up the law creating the office of County 
Superintendent, section by section. Remarks as to duties and necessary 
qualifications of the officer will be found under their appropriate sec- 
tions : 

Published April 11, 1861. 
CHAPTER 179. 
AN ACT to create the office of County Superintendent of Schools. 


The People of the State of Wisconsin, represented in Senate and Assem- 
bly, do enact as follows : 


Secrion 1. There shall be chosen, at the general election, held on 
the Tuesday next succeeding the first Monday in November, of the year 
1861, and biennially thereafter, a County Superintendent of Schools, 
for each County of the State, who shall enter upon the duties of his office 
on the first day of January succeeding his election, and shall hold the 
same for two years, and until his successor is elected and qualified. In 
each county of the State, having over fifteen thousand inhabitants, ac- 
cording to the last preceding census, the County Board of Supervisors 
may, at any meeting prior to an election of County Superintendent, in 
any year, determine by resolution, to remain in force until rescinded, 
that two County Superintendents shall be chosen for such County; and 
said Board of Supervisors shall thereupon divide the County into two 
districts, to be called, respectively, Superintendent District number one, 
and Superintendent District number two. While such resolution shall 
remain unrescinded, each such district shall elect a County Superintend- 
ent for such district, to be called County Superintendent of Schools for 
district number one, or two, as the case may be. When a County con- 
tains more than one Senate district, each such Senate district shall con- 
stitute a Superintendent District, tobe numbered as above provided, ex- 
cept in Senate Districts lying wholly within incorporated cities, which 
may have elected as provided for in section eleven of this act. Such 
County Superintendents of Schools for districts shall, within the limits 
of their respective districts, have the same powers and duties as other 
County Superintendents; their term of office shall be the same, and their 
election shall be conducted and canvassed as provided in this act for the 
election of County Superintendents; and ail the provisions of this act, 
or of any other law of this State in relation to County Superintendents 
of Schools, shall apply to County Superintendents of Schools for districts, 
unless the latter shall be expressly excepted therefrom. 


It is left optional with the Board of Supervisors of any county having 
more than 15,000 inhabitants, according to the last preceding census, to 
authorize the election of two Superintendents for the county instead of 
one, If it is determined to elect fw, the Board of Supervisors will fix 
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the boundaries of the districts to be occupied by each, and number the 
districts, calling them respectively Superintendent District No. one, and 
Superintendent District, No. two, of county. When a county 
comprises two complete Senate Districts, the boundaries of the Senate 
Districts will be the boundaries of the Superintendent Districts. It may 
here be stated, that a county comprising two Senate Districts is not by 
virtue of this, divided also into two Superintendent Districts; but in all 
cases the action of the Board of Supervisors is a pre-requisite to such 
division. 

Any action of the Board upon this subject, either in dividing the 
county or in re-uniting the districts once separated, or in changing the 
boundaries of any Superintendent Districts, should be had previous to 
issuing the notice of election, so that the limits of the Superintendent 
districts may in such notice be clearly defined. 

The County Superintendent of a district will act in all respects as 
though his district were an entire county. His labors will be confined 
to the towns comprising his district, and he will receive and transmit re- 





ports from the towns of his district alone. 


Section 2. The election of County Superintendent of Schools shall he 
conducted, canvassed and certified in all respects after the manner pre- 
scribed for election of other county officers. 

The election of a County Superintendent for a district must be con- 
ducted and canvassed in the same manner as the election of a County 
Superintendent. 

Section 3. The County Snperintendent of Schools shall, before enter- 
ing upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe the oath of office 
prescribed by the Constitution of this State, before some officer author- 
ized to administer oaths, and shall deposit the same with the clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors. 

The duties of the office must be entered upon the first day of January 
next succeeding the election. 


Section 4. In case of vacancy, the State Superintendent may, upon 
certificate thereof from the clerk of the Board of Supervisors, appoint a 
person to fill such vacancy, who shall qualify as provided in the third 
section of this act, and shall hold his office until the general election next 
succeeding such appointment. 


A vacancy may arise from refusal or neglect of the officer elect to qual- 
ify, or from resignation, or death, or removal, as provided in section 5. 


Section 5. The County Superintendent of Schools may be removed 
from oflice by the Judge of the Circuit Court of the county where such 
County Superintendent of Schools may reside, upon petition and satisfac- 
tory proof of incompetency or willful neglect of daty; Provided, That 
no such removal shall be yalid, unless the person so removed shall have 
had at least thirty days’ notice of the charges brought against him, and 
an opportunity to be heard in his own defense; and provided further, 
that the said Circuit Judge shall, in case of removal, certify such remov- 
al to the clerk of the County Board of Supervisors. 
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Section 6. Any person or persons petitioning for the removal from 
office of any County Superintendent of Schools, shall cause a certified 
copy of such petition, together with a full statement of all charges pre- 
ferred against him, to be served upon said Superintendent, at least thirty 
days prior to the hearing before the Judge of the Circuit Court. 

Sections 5 and 6 provide for a contingency which it is very earnestly 
hoped may never arise. If it should arise, provision is made for an im- 
partial hearing. Whenever the necessity for such action as is contem- 
plated presents itself, it is hoped that the lovers of sound learning will 
act kindly, intelligently, yet fearlessly, in the matter. Care in the selee- 
tion of men to fill the place of County Superintendent, will save the ne- 
cessity of removal. Due regard to the dictates of enlightened common 
sense, to the claims of our children and to the wants of socicty and the 
State, will save the performance of a disagreeable task. 

When through carelessness, or mere partisan zeal, or a mistaken idea of 
ability, the people have elevated to this important office an incompetent 
man, there should be heart enough on the part of the real friends of 
schools to do their duty in this respect, unpleasant as it may be. 

We may look for danger also in another quarter. Envy, personal or 
partisan feeling, may often blind our eyes to the real merits of a success- 
ful rival or opponent, and zeal without knowledge may clamor for the 
removal of a competent officer. I know of no better way to guard 
against such abuses than by throwing aside all partisanship in the selec- 
tion of candidates for the office, and confining ourselves to the considera- 
tion of qualifications made requisite by the duties enjoined upon the 
officer in section 7. 

Section 7. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent of 
Schools to examine and license teachers, as hereinafter provided; to visit 
and inspect schoo!s ; to organize and conduct at least one Institute for 
the instruction of teachers, in each year; to encourage ‘Teachers’ Asso- 
ciations; to advise in all questions arising under the operation of the 
school laws in his county; to introduce to the notice of teachers and the 
people, the best modes of instruction, the physiological laws which gov- 

ern the health and growth of the young, the most approved plans of 
building and ventilating school houses, and ornamenting and adapting 
school grounds for the cultivation of the taste and the healthful exercise 
of the children; to report, from time to time, the condition and prospects 
of the schools under his supervision; to receive from the town, city and 
village clerks, abstracts of the reports-of the several district clerks, and 


transmit the same, with such other information as he may decm advisa- 
ble, or as may be required of him, to the State Superintendent of Public 


Instruction. 

The duties of the office are distinztly set forth, and yet a word or two 
upon each may not be amiss. 1. The examination and licensing of 
teachers will be treated more fully under section 8. 2. The Superin- 
tendent is required to visit and inspect the schools of his county or dis- 
trict, that he may know their condition and their wants, and that he 
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may gather material to be used in public addresses to the people of the 
several localities, when he may be called upon, or find it convenient to 
speak, From this visiting also, he is expected to derive much informa- 
tion that will aid him in the examination of teachers, and that will fur- 
nish him with topics to be made prominent in the Institutes he is 
required to hold. By personal knowledge of the schools of his county he 
can best adapt himself to their needs in his addresses, his instruction, 
and his advice. This duty then, although general, and showing but lit- 
tle immediate fruit from its performance, is one of the most important 
assigned him. 3. At least one Institute must be held each year in his 
county. It would be well to hold a short Institute of a day or two in 
each inspection district at the time of the examination of teachers. 

4, A Teachers’ Association should be organized in each town. Such 
arrangements should be made as would secure the meeting of this Asso- 
ciation in each school district at least once during the winter term. An 
incalculable amount of good is effected by these local Associations, when 
properly conducted. The meeting of the County Association could be 
held at the time of the Annual Institute. The local Associations should 
convene upon Saturday. The school of the district with which the As- 
sociation meets should be kept in session during the day. A part of the 
school exercises should be given up and the place supplied with short 
essays and discussions. Teachers may profit more from witnessing the 
practical workings of another’s school, than from any amount of theo- 
retical essays and lectures. The teacher confined to the walls of his own 
school room for a term, conceives his plan to be the best devised, and, in 
total ignorance of what others are doing, settles himself upon it without 
effort to improve. A slight acquaintance with others’ plans may banish 
conceit and benefit himself. Associations conducted with proper spirit 
cannot fail to be beneficial. 

5. Many questions of a local character may be more easily settled by 
a local officer than by the State Superintendent. While the law does not 
give authority to the County Superintendent to decide questions arising 
under the school law, it does give him advisory powers, which he may 
exercise in the settlement of incipient difficulties, thereby saving much 
bitterness of feeling which is often engendered before any appeal is made 
to the State Superintendent. Many troubles which become involved and 
really serious, spring at first from some slight misunderstanding of the 
school law. Through the County Superintendent, or by his intervention, 
much may be done toward diminishing this evil. 

6. Public addresses upon matters pertaining to the general good of the 
schools, are required of the County Superintendent. The people may 
be reached very readily and very effectually by plain, practical addresses 











89 WISCONSIN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, 


upon matters affecting their dearest interests. Topics of particular ap- 
plication should be selected for such addresses, rather than such general 
subjects as give an opportuuity for display of rhetorical powcr, but do no 
execution. 

7. The reports of condition and progress of schools under his super 
vision includes: 1. Official reports made to the State Superintendent 
whenever requested, and: 2. Such reports as he may see fit to make to 
the County Board of Supervisors, or through the county newspapers to 
the people. The interests of the schools would be greatly subserved if 
the County Board would require an annual report of the condition of 
schools in each town of the county, and would also make provision for 
the publication of the same. : 

8. Blanks will be furnished for the regular Statistical Reports. It is 
the duty of the Superintendent to see that all the reports furnished 
him by the several Town and City Clerks are correct. Ile should keep 
the original reports on file in his office, and transmit to the State Depart- 
ment such abstracts of them as may be required. 

9. The law designed the County Superintendent as an auxiliary to 
the State Superintendent, in ascertaining the wants of our schools, and 
in carrying out such plans as may be devised for the benefit of the cause 
of popular education. 

The law does not, in form, prescribe the qualifications requisite for 
eligibility to this office, and in this respect it may be faulty. No one, 
however, can be so obtuse as not to find in the dué/es enjoined upon the 
officer, a sure indication of the qualifications which were considered 
essential by the law~makers, and which to themselves appeared so pa- 
tent as to obviate the necessity of an enumeration. For cacn duty as- 
signed a peculiar qualification is demanded. 

The Superintendent is judge of the moral character and the intel~ 
lectual and executive ability of the teacher. Upon hs judgment in these 
matters very much of the efliciency of the schools depends. ‘The people 
are relying upon him to select for them, a person who shall, for the time 
being, assume the place of parent, and take charge of the physical, men- 
tal,and moral training of the child. If in this respect the many are 
careless, the few (and these few are the ones to whom the schools are 
most indebted) will co-operate most cordially with the man whose judg- 
ment they know to be correct. Personal acquaintance with the subjects 
upon which judgment is passed, is essential to correctness of judgment. 
The Superintendent should be thoroughly eequiinted with all the 
branches taught in our Public Schools. This acquaintance should not 

be of the stereotype kind which has become rusty through inactivity ; 
but, progressive, keeping pace with advances made in literature and 
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science, ever fresh and present. To judge of the executive ability of an 
applicant will require a clear insight into character, and a correct read- 
ing of human nature. Good practical, hard-fisted common sense, must 
be in the ascendant. What has thus been stated must be considered 
absolutely essential. ‘The higher the attainments the better the officer, 
so long as the citizen and the man are not lost in the mere scholar. 

Through no one channel does the teacher more forcibly impress himself 
upon the school than through his moral influence, and this embraces 
all that power springing from personal habits of thought, word and 
action. That this moral influence be of the right stamp is of vital im- 
portance. The Superintendent has by Law, control of these streams of 
influence, He can not too carefully test their qualities. A full appre- 
ciation of the responsibility resting upon him in this regard can be felt 
only by one who has within himself a sincere love of right conduct and 
of virtue. 

Terrible indeed must be the consequences, if he, who stands sentinel 
at the fountain, himself poisons the streams flowing from it. Scarcely 
less terrible if through negligence or carelessness, he allows others to 
corrupt them. 

He, who would successfully conduct an Institute, must possess a large 
stock of knowledge; complete command of what he knows; ease and 
facility of expression, and readiness of illustration. Te should have 
ability to instruct teachers even in the highest branches taught in our 
best schools, and should possess that calm self reliance which will en- 
sure correctness, and that modesty and grace of manner, that will secure 
the confidence and respect of those whom he teaches. His duty, as a 
Public Lecturer, will require command of language and some experience 
as a public speaker. More especially should he possess the happy 
faculty of interesting and instructing children, for in visiting schools he 
will often be called upon to address them. Good business qualities are 
also requisite. Prominent among the necessary qualifications I would 
place energy and well directed activity; such a spirit as will compel the 
officer to keep up with the times, and as will chide him, if he be found 
content with doing just enough to satisfy the Law. 


Section 8. It shall be the duty of the county superintendent of schools, 
in each county, to divide his county into inspection districts, to be 
bounded by town lines, and not to contain more than four towns each, 
and to hold, in and for each such inspection district, at least two meet- 
ings in each year for the examination of teachers, of which meetings at 
least thirty days’ notice, in writing, shall be given to each school dis- 
trict clerk in the inspection district for which the meeting is to be held, 
and by him posted in some conspicuous place in his district. Such notice 
shall contain the names of the towns embraced in the inspection district, 
and the time, place and objects of the proposed meeting. The examina- 
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tion of teachers thus held shall be public, and shall be conducted by 
written and oral questions and answers. They shall be uniform for the 
county in which they are held, and no certificate of qualification shall be 
given except in accordance with the provisions of law respecting teach- 
ers’ certificates. 

This section limits the number of towns that may be included in any 
one inspection district to four. It does not prevent the Superintendent’s 
making each town an inspection district if he so wishes. In small 
counties, and especially when the towns embrace more than one township 
each, and in cases where no point can be found convenient of access for 
two or more towns, it will be better to make each town an Inspection 
District. 

The form of examination is to be by written and oral questions and 
answers. The Superintendent should prepare carefully a list of ques- 
tions covering the leading points in the branches upon which he desires 
to examine applicants. ‘These questions should be such as will test the 
knowledge of the applicant upon fundamental principles. Special care 
should be taken to avoid all ambiguous or perplexing questions, or such 
as may be designed rather to puzzle than to draw out the knowledge of 
the person examined. ‘To these written questions, time enough should 
be assigned to allow of written answers to each andall. And that the 
examination may be faily conducted, a definite time should be assigned 
to each branch. The oral examination should be had upon the same 
subjects as the written, and should modify somewhat the decision of the 
Superintendent, which should after all be made mainly upon the written 
answers. Each form of examination has its use, and neither is complete 
of itself. Each may be made to supplement the other. Still, less com- 
plaint will be likely to arise, if the decision of the Superintendent is 
made upon the written examination, for the examination in this form 
remains to speak for itself to any who will examine the papers. 


The publicity of the examination will give employers a good oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted with the qualifications of those who seek 
employment. The law contemplates that all candidates for licensure as 
teachers shall be examined at the time and place fixed by the County 
Superintendent. If not convenient to attend the examination held for 
the town in which ‘hey are to teach, they may be present at any other 
place in the county, where such an examination is held. 


Section 9. The compensation of the County Superintendent of Schools 
shall be fixed by the county board of supervisors, and shall be paid quar- 
terly in cash, by the county; Provided, that for counties containing more 
than fifteen thousand inhabitants, according to the last preceding census, 
the compensation shall not be less than six hundred dollars per annum, 
and for counties containing more than eight thousand inhabitants, it shall 
not be less than four hundred dollars per annum. 
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It will be noticed that the comyensation named in this section is the 
minimum salary in the cases given. It is hoped that it will not be ta- 
ken as the maximum. Each countyshouldgivea good salary and then 
demand that the officer receiving it should earn it. While it is not al- 
ways tite that those receiving the largest salaries, are the most deserv- 
ing, 
most cagerly sought by those who are not competent to fill the places to 
which the salaries are attached. Parsimoniousness often foils itself. It 


it may be safely asserted as a general rule, that small salaries are 


may cost more to repair a wrong done through it, than it would have 
cost to avoid the wrong. It is admitted that with large salaries, come 
large temptations, and unworthy men often secure place by reason of the 
facilities afforded by the salaries they draw. A golden mean should be 
observed. On the one hand, all stinginess should be avoided ; and on 
the other, all extravagance. Pay enough to secure the services of a man 
who will worthily fill the office, and no more need be paid. The work, 
if properly performed, will require the full time of the officer. What 
would be considered a fair salary for the time and ability demanded, is 
all that can be asked. 


Section 10. The term of office of the several Town Superintendents 
who shall he elected at the town elections for the year 1861, shall deter- 
mine upon the thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1861, and all the du- 
ties now devolving upon the Town Superintendents. and not herein enu- 
merated among the duties of the County Superintendent of Schools, shall 
thereafter be performed as follows: 

1. The board of supervisors of each town, the board of trustees of 
each village, or the common council of each city, not working under a 
special school charter, shall perform all of said duties relative to the 
formation and alteration of school districts. 

2. The school district board of each school district, shall visit and in- 
spect schools under their charge, as Town Superintendents are now re- 
quired to de. 

3. The treasurer of each town, city or village, as the case may be, 
shall apply for, hold and pay over, upon the appointment of the clerk of 
his town, city or village, to the school districts entitled to draw the same, 
all school moneys belonging to his town, city or village. 


4. The clerk of the town, city or village, as the case may be, shall 
make and return to the County Superintendent of Schools having juris- 
diction over his town, city or village, abstracts of the reports of the 
school district clerks in his town, city or village, as the Town Superin- 
tendent is now required to make and return such abstracts to the clerk 
of the county board of supervisors; and such reports shall be made to 
him for that purpose as they are now required to be made to the Town 
Superintendent. He shall also apportion all the school funds certified 
to him by the town, city or village treasurer as subject to appointment 
among the several districts in his town, city or village, entitled to receive 
the same; and shall perform all other duties now required of Town Su -~ 
perintendents, not above enumerated, and not herein enumerated among 
the duties of the County Superintendent of Schools. 
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Little need be said upon this section, except to call particular atten- 
tion to its provisions. Some of the more important duties of the Town 
Superintendent, so far as financial matters, are concerned, are here spe- 
cially assigned to the town officers. School moneys raised by the 
towns, and the public moneys which he receives from the county treas- 
urer, will not, under the new law, pass out of the hands of the town 
treasurer until called for by the district treasurers, after proper appor- 
tionment made by the town clerks. This apportionment is made upon 
the basis of reports of the year next preceding, and will be subject to the 
conditions specified in section 45, sub-section 4, and section 47 of chapter 
23, Revised Statutes, 1858. 


Section 11. The board of education of any incorporated city of this 
State, may, on or before the fifteenth day of August, in any year, elect, 
by order or resolution, that such city shall, for the next ensuing year, be 
exempt from the provisions of this act, except in the matter of making 
reports to the County Superintendent of the county in which such city is 
situated, and within ten days thereafter, cause a copy of such order or 
resolution to be filed with the clerk of the board of the county supervi- 
sors, in and for such county, in which case the duties of the County Su- 
perintendent of Schools, for that county, shall not, during the ycar, 
extend into such city, except for the purposes of receiving reports there- 
from, and the electors of such city shall have no voice in electing a 
County Superintendent, if one be elected in such county that year, nor 
shall the member or members of the county board of supervisors, from 
such city, have any voice in determining or providing for the compensation 
of such County Superintendent, nor in any other matter relating to such 
officer, nor shall any tax, levied under the provisions of this act for that 
year be levie 1 upon such city, or any part thereof. In all cases where 
an incorporated city shall not elect as provided in this section, the duties 
of supervising and inspecting schools, and examining and certifying to 
the qualifications of teachers in and for such city, shall devolve upon the 
County Superintendent exclusively, any act or part of an act of this 
State to the contrary notwithstanding. 


It is necessary for each city desiring to be exempt from the provisions 
of this a t, except in case therein named, to settle the question annually 
by order or resolution. ‘The e!ection thus made is good only for the year 
next ensuing. 


Section 12. The board of supervisors of each county shall, when they 
levy the county school tax for each year, add thereto and apportion 
among the towns, cities and villages in such county, an amount sufficient 
to pay the compensation of the County Superintendent of Schools in and 
for such county, and all necessary expenses of printing for the use of 
schools in such county for that year, which amount shall be levied and 
collected in cash, as a part of the county school tax for such county, and 
shall be paid over to the county treasurer of such county, with the coun- 
ty tax, by the several town, city and village treasurers; Provided, That 
no part of said amount shall be apportioned to or levied upon any incor- 
porated city, whose board of education shall have elected as provided for 
in the last preceding section. 
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Tle tax levied to pay the salary of the County Superintendent and all 
necessary expenses for printing, &c., must be assessed in addition to the 
tax levied annually for school purposes, and must be collected together 
with it. Inasmuch as the constitutional provision requiring a tax to be 
levied, at least half the amount apportioned to the several towns the pre- 
ceding year, is not affected by this law, the board of supervisors will, as 
heretofore, levy the required tax and report it to the State Superintend: 
ent. After this levy is made separate and distinct, the amount necessa- 
ry for all the expenses growing out of the County Superintendency will be 
apportioned among the several towns, precisely as the usual school tax 
has been, and the share of each town will be added to the regular tax, 
and with it certified to the several towns. 


Section 13. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provis- 
ions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Section 14. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage and pubtication. 

Approved April 6, 1861. 


OPINIONS, &c. 
Q. 1. Cana district at its annual meeting vote a tax to pay arreara- 
ges of teacher’s wages for the year preceding ? 
A. Sub-section 9, section 10, chap. 23, R. S., enumerates among the 
powers of the district at its annual meeting this : 


“To impose such tax as may be necessary to discharge any debts or 
liabilities of the district lawfully incurred.” 


Any debt arising from carrying out an order or resolution of the dis- 
trict passed at a regular meeting and acting within its powers, may be 
called a debt “lawfully incurred.” 

While it is not desirable to enter into any contract with a teacher for 
the payment of money beyond the known or reasonably expected means 
of the district, cases may arise in which a contract exceeding their 
means may inure to the benefit of the district; as, for example, when 
means are not provided sufficient to maintain a three months’ school and 
the district must thereby lose otherwise its share of money. 

With the utmost care and watchfulness even, districts may fail to se- 
cure in advance all necessary means, since they cannot tell beforehand 
how large a share of their tax will remain uncollected, nor can they know 
with any degree of certainty, what will be the amount of public money 
they are to receive. 


To meet such cases the law provides fora tax to discharge debts or 
liabilities. 

Q. Cana District Treasurer withhold money on an order properly 
signed by clerk and directors; and if not, what course must be pursued 
in case of his refusal to pay the order? 
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A, The Treasurer has no right to withhold the payment of an order 
properly drawn and signed, so long as he has money in his hands subject 
to such order. Ali moneys raised for a specific purpose are subject to 
orders drawn for that purpose. 

A writ of mandamus will compel the payment of such orders if refused. 


A part of a letter was received at this office some time since, bearing 
date June 28, 1861, and post-marked Plymouth, Wis., July 2, 1861. 

From the part sent us, it is presumed that it comes from a Town Su- 
perintendent, but as it is not complete and bears no name, it cannot be 
answered. 

If any officer in that vicinity is waiting in vain for a reply to his letter, 
he will confer a favor by writing again, giving his name and address, and 


he shall be answered immediately. 
J. L. PICKARD, 


Supt. Public Instruction. 


EE 


EDITORIAL MISGELLANY, 


Sige ee 
WHO SHALL BE OUR SUPERINTENDENTS ? 


Tus question is naturally exciting some interest in educational circles, and a 
little, perchance, among politicians. If unsuitable men are elected, it will not 
be for want of repeated warnings against it. Aside from the danger that po- 
litical rather than educationa! interests, may control the election, (a danger in- 
separable, from the fact that it is made by law, as it now stands, an elective 
office, along with those that are regarded as legitimate objects of ambition by 
petty politicians, to pay for services rendered,) there are two difficulties in the 
way of filling the place with the best men: 

Ftrst, the matter of salary. It may be indeed that some of the Boards of 
Supervisors will go far beyond the minimum fixed by law; but 1t would be idle 
to count much upon that, not only because of the pressure of increased taxation 
coming upon us, but because, among the first things in which retrenchment is 
made, are expenditures for education and religion. We may regret that it is so, 
that the world is not yet enough civilized to make men appreciate their mental 
and spiritual wants as much as they do those that pertain to the body; but so 
it is. 

The salaries, therefore, it is to be feared, will be fixed at or near the minimum 
in most cases, This will secure only second or third rate men, even if suitable 
men are to be had at all. Or, if men of considerable capacity for the office are 
elected, and accept, at a small salary, it can hardly be expected, though it may 
be demanded, that they will give more than an equivalent of their time and la- 
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bor. But what is needed, and more at the outset than afterward, is the whole 
ime, the whole energy, and the whole interest of the incumbent. 

There is a more serious difficulty in the way, however. All authorities seem 
to agree that the persons put in charge of the public educational interests of a 
county, should possess the following qualifications: 

1. Liberal education and culture. 

2. Acquaintance with educational systems and literature. 

3. Experience and skill in teaching, according to modern improved and ap- 
proved methods. 

4, Aptitude to teach teachers, and ability, therefore, to organize and conduct 
Teachers’ Institutes, and Normal Classes, 

5. Proper capacity to examine those who wish to become teachers, with fair- 
ness and discrimination. 

6. Ability to address, to interest and to instruct public audiences upon the va- 
rious topics of public education. 

7. Dignity and weight of character, sufficient to command the respect of 
teachers, of educated persons, and of the public, 


8. A moral character above reproach, and based upon the possession and 
practice of the Christian virtues. 


It will hardly be denied, that signal deficiency in either of these respects, 
would result in a partial or entire failure on the part of the Superintendent ex- 
hibiting it. But when we look around us, where shail we find such men? We 
have good men, and men of learning, and so on, but unless we take away from 
their schools all our best principal teachers, where else in the State, still more, 
in each county, shall we find persons in sufficient number, possessing these varied 
qualifications 2? But our first-class teachers will hardly leave their present situa- 
tions, except for such salaries as we fear the Boards of Supervisors will fail to 
vote. Itis not improbable, indeed, that some siutable persons may be found in 
the State who have been engaged in teaching, though now otherwise employed, 
that will do good service if elected: it is hardly to be hoped that every county 
will furnish such. By a liberal construction of the law, it may be that two coun- 
tics could unite in electing the same person, which has been done in some in- 
stances in Pennsylvania, We can imagine that it would tend to secure both a 
proper salary and a proper man, especially in new counties with small population. 

But enough on this subject for this number. It is the lot of mortals to learn 
wisdom by making mistakes. It is not unlikely that in the educational cam- 
paign before us, some incompetent men will be sent forth as leaders, and some 
Big Bethel blunders committed; but let us not be disheartened, either in our 
efforts to uphold the flag of our country, or to advance the banner of knowledge 
and civilization, by a few mistakes or repulses. 

In the Superintendent’s excellent official comment on the new Law, we notice 
that one most important qualification for the office is mentioned, which we have 
omitted: Executive ability, or general business capacity. This is the bond 














97 WISCONSIN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. 


that holds the other qualifications required in thier places, and secures their prop- 
efficiency. 
THE MEETING AT FOND DU LAC 


Was a success. We would say much, but haye room to say little. Some fric- 
tion was exhibited the first day, in getting into a different working order from 
the usual routine, but the weather sufficed to lubricate every thing, and except 
that Fond du Lac gave us rather ¢co warm a reception, all things passed off, we 
believe, to general satisfaction. If any body was not satisfied or benefited, he 
must appeal to Executive Committce. Brief notices of the lectures, ete., will be 
found in connection with the Report of Proceedings. 


EARNESTNESS—CHEERFULNESS. 

T. J. C., in the initial article of this uumber, opens an interesting vein of thought 
But Melancholy and Levity are more nearly related than many suppose. The 
sudden passage which we sometimes see from the one to the other, is but an 
illustration of the adage, that “extremes often meet.” A late letter, describing 
the part taken by one of our Wisconsin companies, in the affair at Manassas, 
says, that during a temporary shelter in a hollow, from the flying shot and shell, 
the soldiers fell to joking. This was not because they were really merry or 
light-hearted, but it was a momentary weakness, caused by a momentary relaxa- 
tion of that terrible sternness of battle to which they were unaccustomed. Tried 
soldiers, who were also tiied Christian men, would hardiy have given way to 
levity at such a time. 

The story of tlie Italian, who was so noted for his inexhaustible wit and drol- 
lery, isin point. His name was—we forget what—but say Bernardo. Well, on 
a certain occasion, a celebrated physician was called upon by a gloomy looking 
person, to prescribe for a previously incurable, and seemingly overpowering mel- 
ancholy. ‘Seek the society of Bernardo,” said the physician; *‘ that will do 
you more goud than medicine.” ‘‘Alas, sir!” replied the patient, ‘‘ Jam Ber- 
nardo !” 

We should so far extend our excellent correspondent’s observations as to say, 
that neither melancholy nor levity is the proper characteristic of a great mind. 
‘“ Earnestness” is a much better word; but even earnestness does not imply any 
thing quite so sombre as melancholy, and earnestness should be complemented 
by something else. Let us see the root of the difficulty, and how man can 
rise above it. 

Expressed to the eye, the disease, and its manifestations, and the transition 


upward to mental and spiritual health, may be presented thus, reading from the 
bottom: 


oh 
CHRISTIAN HOPES 
7—EARNESTNESS—CHEERFULNESS.— 
—-DUTY—PIETY—CHARITY-~ 
7--SERIOUSNESS—SUBMISSION—FAITH.— 
MELANCHOLY “2 SIN ge LEVITY.~ 
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Aristotle may have been a melancholy man, but he was a pagan ; mcreover? 
minds of the Aristotelian type, for certain psychological reasons, are more in- 
clined to melancholy than those of the Platonic stamp. We cannot imagine that 
Plato was otherwise than a cheerful man—i.e, provided he enjoyed bodily 
health. But we must drop metaphysics for the present. 


Want or Room.—Readers and correspondeuts will excuse us if they miss any 
thing in this number. The Proceedings of the Association, and the Superinten- 
dent's Department, claim precedence. Next month we shall be able again to 
supply a due variety in Philosophy, Mathematics, Poetry, etc., aud of our own 
lucubrations. 

We have on hand a pleasant article on the “Solution Question,” an interesting 
account of a School Festival in Waupaca County, from Mr. Wernli, a fine mathe- 
matical contribution (with the leave of our Mathematical Editor) from Mr. Pea- 
body, and divers other things that must wait. We would give another extra 
eight pages if we could afford it, 


ErratuM.—For “ Wisconsin State Teachers’ Association,” p. 74, line 1, read, 
“ Wisconsin Journal of Education.” 


Errors IN SPELLING.—W. B. West, of Utica, Dane County, and J. J. Boyd, 
of West Granville, Milwaukee County, each send in a list of sixteen errors, or 
imperfections found in the August number, The worJs actually mis-spelled in 
the whole edition, are—movable, p. 34; forego, 43; Massachusetts, 44; jack- 
knife, 51; maneuvering, 62; accidentally, geographical, and Waupaca, 63; pre- 
ceding, 64; reminiscences, 66; examination, 67; foretelling, 2d of cover; satis- 
faction, 4th; 14 in all, Alas! for our expectations! Mr. Boyd wins the prize, 
The other words criticized do not strictly come within the rule. But we must 
defer remarks till next month. Only one grammatical criticism has been sent in 
as yet, so that there is no competition so far. We have given away so many 
“Hints,” that we must hereafter confine all prizes offered, to actual subscrib- 
ers, or those who have sent us a quid pro quo for the Journal. The promised 


spelling-lesson is on page 84. 


VOLUME VI. 


As the Association did not pay much attention to the doings of the Journal 
for the past year, and as the new Editorial Committee were about going away 
withont electing a Resident Editor, we may derive from these facts the nega” 
tive consolation, at least, that no serious cause for complaint existed. We 
should not have been insensible to a little positive commendation, if it was de- 
served. 

However, as we are again installed in the editorial chair, we suppose it 
would be proper to say something on the occasion. But, as the printer tells 
us, the “form” is already full, we will say merely, that whether the Journal 
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has deserved well or ill for what it has done during the past year, it is owr 
purpose to have it improve in the year before us. We shall be cheered always 
by any words of encouragement, and shall welcome any friendly criticism. We 
think there will be more workers than heretofore among the Editorial Commit- 
tee; for their favors, and for those of others, we shall always be thankful; 
and a few names now-and-then as subscribers, will not be distasteful. A short 
business Prospectus will be found on the second page of the Cover, 


LAWRENCE Untversity.—The following sketch of the Commencement Exer- 
cises, by a visitor, reached us just after our “last form,” for last month, had gone 
to press: 

“The exercises occupied July 23d, 24th, and 25th. On the 23d an admirable 
address was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Tiffany, upon ‘ Progression.’ The after- 
noon of the 24th was occuvied by the young ladies, including the four lady 
graduates. As upon too many such occasions, the young ladies lacked power 


my 


of vocal utterance. The parts that were heard displayed talent. hose de- 
serving particular mention were an essay entitled “Dream Land,” by Miss 
Knox, and the Valedictory by Miss Brown. At 6 o’clock Bishop Simpsoa ad- 
dressed a large audience in a most happy manner. His discourse was simple, 
beautiful, thrilling. His subject was ‘‘ The Relation of Missions to Civilization.” 
Judge McArthur occupied the evening with an address upon “Worth and 
Wealth.” It was finely written and well spoken. Portions of the address were 
really eloquent. 

The exercises of the 25th were opened at an early hour, by the presentation 
of a flag to the University. The presentation speech was made by Capt. Dunn, 
of Appleton, in well chosen and wel: uttered language. Prof. Mason replied 
very pleasantly in behalf of the University. Short addresses were made by 
Bishop Simpson, Hon. L, P. Harvey, and J. L, Pickard. 

At 10 o’clock a long procession entered the chapel to listen to addresses by 
the young men graduated. They were five in number, and closed with one of 
the finest valedictories I have ever heard. It was entirely original in style. The 
day was closed with a pleasant soiree at Prof. Mason's.” 


Portace.—The schools in this city,though they have been going on noiselessly, 
appear to have been doing excellent work, under the lead of Judge Guppey, as 
Superintendent, and the instruction of Prof. Magoffin, and his corps of teachers, 
Says the late Annual Report: ‘Parents and teachers have done their respect- 
ive duties so well, and with such prudence and good judgment, that not a 
complaint of any kind has been laid before us during the past year.” 

JANESVILLE.—We learn that J. G. McKindley, Esq., has been called to the 
charge of the High School in Janesville, He is one of our veteran teachers, 
and we shall be glad to hear that he is in the harness again. 
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KeEnosHa CotntTy.—Says a correspondent. “The First Educational Fair, or 
Convention as it is called, for Kenosha County, will be held at West Bristol, on 
or about the 13th of September. I understand that a special train for the 
occasion willrun on the K. R. & R.I. Railroad. A very large gathering, and an 
interesting time are anticipated. 

“The city of Kenosha has ‘seceded’ from the remainder of the county in re- 
gard to the County Superintendency.” 

Pror. Wuitrorp.—We stated, incorrectly, in a former number, that Rev. Mr. 
Whitford, Principal of Milton Academy, was to be absent the Summer Term. 
He has not been absent—a newspaper misled us. The Catalogue of this Aca- 
demy shows the very large number of 384 pupils during the past year. Prof. 
Conover assisted during the last term. 

PcuNcTuATION.—We now offer the prize of the “ Hints” for the best Criticism 
on the Puxctuation of this number of the Journal. We have had two or three 
Grammatical Criticisms onthe last number. Decision next month. We have new 
lists also of orthographieal errors, but none entitled to the prize over Mr. Boyd. 
We will try and give al! our critical friends a hearing in the next number, Will 
they please hereafter send in their favors by the 20th of each month ? 

EDUCATIONAL MESSENGER.—A Quarterly Journal, devoted to Improvements 
in Education; the Natural Methods of Illustration and Object Teaching; and an 
nouncing New Things for Schools. Published at the Teachers’ Home, No. 25 
Howard Street, New York, and 118 Lake Street, Chicago, by the Holbrook 
School Apparatus Company. 

A specimen No. will be sent to any address, on application to Geo. Sherwood, 
Agent, 118 Lake Street, Chicago. Subscription 12 cents per year. 

This is a useful publication. We copy from the June number, the article on 
the School System of Pennsylvania. Teachers, Superintendents, &c, will do 
well to send for it. 

BLACKWOOD AND TH® British ReEvieEws.—Our readers who are desirous of 
good reading, will do well to notice the advertisement on the second page of the 
cover and the fuller advertisement in the July and August numbers. Now isa 
good time to subscribe, We find the opening numbers of the new volumes full 
of interest. 

InstrtuTEs.—The following Tnstitutes have been appointed by Mr. Allen, as 
Agent for the Board of Normal Regents. Four of them it will be seen are for 
two weeks each: 


Aug. 26 to Sept. 7, two weeks, Geneva, Oct. 14 to 19, one week, De Soto. 

Sept. 9 to 14, one week, Mauston. Oct, 21 to 26, one week, Westfield. 

Sept. 16, to 28, two weeks, Manitowoc. Oct. 28 to Nov. 9, two weeks, Steven’s Pt. 
Sept. 30 to Oct. 12. two weeks, Sparta, Noy. 11 to 16, one week, Waterloo. 


Oct. 7 to 12, one week, ILudson. 


SITUATION WANTED. 


A young man of several years’ experience in teaching in the Eastern States, 
and also in this State, would like a situation as Principal of a Grammar, Union. 
or High School. Can give recommendations from the best teachers in the State. 
Address, stating terms, &c., J. G, THOMPSON, 

Oak Creek, Wis. 


ae SET 
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OF AVERAGES 


STUDIES. 
Nat. Philosophy, 
Algebra, 
Phys. Geography, 
Analysis, 
Orthography, 
Penmanship, 
TOTALS. 


NIGNEST 
Fond du Lac, 38,3 
Racine, 65.1 
Racine, 40.1 
Beloit, 40. 

Fond du Lac, 85.4 
Fond du Lac, 83.7 
Racine, 58.1 


LOWEST. 
Allen Grove, 89 
Mil. F, C. 10.3 
Allen Grove, 3.4 
Evansville, 7. 
Milton, 74.6 
Milton, 76.5 
Mil. F. C, 30.2 





